
HOW COULD I NOT? 
I'M A SUCKER FOR CRYPTIC 

SUMMONS DELIVERED THROUGH 
CLUMSY ATTEMPTS AT CLANDESTINE 

MEANS, VIA DISPOSABLE--OR 
AT LEAST DEN/ABLE-- 

CUTOUTS. 

“HE NEXT DAY, AT 
FABLETOWN'S 

NEWLY REOPENED 

THANK YOU 
FOR MEETING ME, 

CINDY. YELLOW BRICK 
ROADHOUSE... 

WHAT'S UP, cy 
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. “p oe 

oA FT BRS 
PART FIVE 

eo 

PRIVATE TABLE 
RESERVED. SHALL 

WE GO IN? 

WILLINGHAM - B 

I KNOW 
YOU DID OFF - 
THE-BOOKS 

MISSIONS FOR 
81GB Y; BACK IN 
THE DAY. VERY 
SECRET. NEVER 
OFFICIALLY 
SANCTIONED. 

IT SEEMS IF 
THAT WERE SO, BY THEIR 

VERY NATURE IT WOULD BE 
MY DUTY TO DENY SUCH 
FANCIFUL ADVENTURES 

TOOK PLACE. 

DO THAT. DENY 
EVERYTHING, WITH MY BLESSING. vertigocomics.com 
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HOW'S THE 
VEAL HERE? T 
HAVEN'T HAD A 
CHANCE TO TRY 
THIS PLACE SINCE 

IT REOPENED. 
ENOUGH ANY 
ATTEMPT TO 
COUNT THEM 
WOULD HORRIFY 

US..,WELL, 
ME. 

TO WHAT 
QUESTION? TI DON'T 
RECALL THAT YOU'VE 

EAT WHAT 
YOU WANT, IT 

DOESN'T REALLY 
MATTER TO ME. WHAT 
DOES MATTER IS 
YOU GIVING ME 
THE ANSWER 

I WANT. 

Y WHOSE SIDE IF BIGBY 
Y WILL YOU CHOOSE, EVER HAD YOUR 
"{ WHEN CHOOSING SIDES . TRUE LOYALTY, THEN 

\ CAN NO LONGER BE I'MLAYING CLA/M 

AVOIDED2 ; TO IT NOW. 

HAVE YOU 
LADIES DECIDED 

CRAZY FOR THE VEAL. 
T'LL HAVE THE CHICKEN 
AND ANOTHER ICED 

PRIVACY. 



WE'VE 
SETTLED THE 
QUESTION OF 

WHOSE SIDE I'm 
ON, AND WHAT MY 
JOB WILL BE. NO 
ONE BRINGS UP 
ASSASSINATION 
OUT OF IDLE 
CURIOSITY. 

A ae dies THE 
MARGET 10 BE? THIS \ 

IS THE POINT WHERE iG 7 j Peer 
YOU SAY A NAME AND 
THEN FORGET WE ; a ASSIGNMENT 

EVER SPOKE. Vi YOU'VE EVER 

¥ wi 

THIS. I'LL NEED 
TO KNOW IF you 

\ THINK YOU CAN 

Yay ENOUGH FOR 

STOP 
DISSEMELING, 
SNOW. SAY THE GOD- 

DAMN NAME. 
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y OR BELLFLOWER-- 
OR WHATEVER THE HELL 
SHE'S CALLING HERSELF 

f INDICATIONS 
ARE SHE'S GOING 

TO SUPPORT 

This has been the 

LAST CINDERELLA STORY cxe 7 
(The conclusion to play out within the pages / hi 

of the main story, already in progress.) 
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|| SO, WE'VE JUST SEEN THE FIRST THREE PAGES DONE OUT OF TURN. HAVING gS 
|| OVERHEARD SNOW WHITE ASK A DEADLY FAVOR OF CINDERELLA, WHAT NEXT? |= 

— . Gus 
SINCE yg OF THAT Haprens IN B= ee ~ 
ABOUT A WEEK FROM NOW, LET’ —_ 2 gg ING M 

| ABUSE OUR STORYTELLING |=u > (ie a you ToNee, k\ 
PREROGATIVE TO WIND THE | BMAX ITSONATOSS OF AY 

E CLOCK BACK ABIT AND SEE > ” 2 THE DICE. 
WHAT WE CAN SEE. 
C I'M GAMBLING 

A MY HUSBAND WON'T Vana 
Kame THROW YOUR TRY TO K/LL ME, AND WX 

/ \ PRAYNG TO EVERY GOD SOS LIFE AWAY, fe id 
i ! I] a , I CAN IMAGINE HE 

LAS | me WON'T FORCE ME { 
TO KILL H/M. «4 



BUT I CAN. “AREYOU ~~ Pate ee ; | FEEL THE POWER 
SURE YOU COULD RADIATING FROM THE KILL HIM, IF YOU Ne ~ a! “ 4 

{ 4 I'M NO . SWORD I'VE NAMED NEEDED 10? Ay ™~ jen 
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I BELIEVE 
IT AND THIS ARMOR 
CAME TO ME FORA , 

[ aN. THis LIFE. 

PURPOSE. 

l i } (a 
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plcli IMPORTANT THAN TRYING 
4 10 SORT OUT A RIDICULOUS 

: SIBLING R/VALRY T 
WAXED AND WANED OVER 

CENTURIES. 

I THIN : 
Y MY OTHER NAME |S 
MORE APPROPRIATE TO }y 

\ THE OCCASION. 4 
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7 ROSE RED AND I ARE GOING OUT 
TO KILL YOUR HUSBAND, AND THAT 

\ \ SHOULD PROBABLY COME F/RST, 
LY _ CATCHING ’ DON'T YOU THINK? 

¥ UP WILL HAVE TO S| RSX an 
WA/T; I'M SORRY Kh |X HE'S ALREADY =~“ 

TO SAY. aN HUFFING AND PUFFING 

> YES, DEAR. ~ 
ONE GOLDEN KNIGHT 

BEAST TRIED To DO 
EARLIER TODAY, ie 

a | 

; PERHAPS, BUT 
THERE'S STRENGTH IN \ 

9Y REPETITION. EVEN THOUGH \ N =n 
| IT DIDN'T WORK THE FIRST | GOLD. | RESULTS THIS 

TIME, THE RITUAL FOR J j ae ON TIME, ONE 
\ KILLING AWOLF GOD HY — HOPES, 
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S OS 
FINE THEN. Ng 

BUT I'M GOING ‘di 
g THANK YOU, 

fo : SNOW, BUT NO. THE 
— | TEMPLATE HAS BEEN 

‘ ‘ . LOCKED IN. YOU'D 
= ONLY POLLUTE Ae 

o> IT. 

lS 

BUT HOW? AGO, ROSE RED AND 
WHEEL NOW. ay: VISITED A CLOISTERED 

[Es LITTLE WORLD I KNOW 
FRECZE veg THe Wa WHERE TIME FLOWS AT 

i A MORE VIGOROUS 

BESIDES, FRAU TOTENKINDER | <== ~~ — = 
AND I TRAINED FOR MONTHS AS A TRAINED2 TEN MINUTES 

S\ DUO. WE CAN'T JUST ADD A THIRD Y 

XN ss RE OKAY, I CAN 
YOU MAY BE FOR ONCE S\N HEAR HIM ON THE 

DRESSED UP LIKE VY you'RE THE ONE OTHER SIDE. HOW 
DO WE OPEN THE 

WHILE YOU'RE... 
NG YOU'RE 

NOT. 4 





MEANWHILE, AT NEW f 
CAMELOT, WHERE THE i 
NIGHT IS LESS STORMY... poes 

i) | ea ANYONE KNOW 
HOW LONG HE'S 
BEEN LYING 

WHEN HE DIDN'T 
W CALL OUT THE WORK 

VY DETAIL YESTERDAY, I 
os =i = a)\ THOUGHT HE'D DECIDED 

YOU'RE \ 7 TO GIVE EVERYONE 
SUPPOSED To 2 THE DAY OFF. 
CALL HIM S/R 

S\ LANCELOT. 

BUT NOT 
IN THE RIGHT EXACTLY HOW 
SEQUENCE, LONG HE'S BEEN 

DUMMY. I SHOULD'VE LYING THERE. 
- REALIZED. WEYLAND'S 

UCH A WORK ADDICT, 
HE COULDN'T KNOW 
WHAT a OFF 



I KILLED HIM, SO I SUPPOSE & 
I CAN PROVIDE YOU AN ACCURATE }ae —- 
TIME, IF IT'S REALLY ALL THAT Sie BRANDISH! 

IMPORTANT TO YOU. rl Al - A thee 

LZ 7 % 

7 1 PERPETRATED THE \)” BRANDISH! 
RY Fou, Seman ew 

DEED, WITH FULL INTENT, 
PHORICAL 
CHOICE? 

SIZED HERD OF “I 
WILDEBEESTS. : TAKE THAT 

, : VILLAIN \NTO 
CUSTODY! 

I'M HERE TO SURRENDER YOU THINK? IT'S SO POPULAR ON TV THESE 
MYSELF FOR TRIAL y \ DAYS. AND WE'RE ALL CAUGHT UP IN 

ANYWAY. PLAYING AT THE OLD WAYS. > 

DO THAT, SINCE SEEMS MOST APPROPRIATE, DON'T y 

TRIAL BY 
COMBAT. 
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AND YOU'LL 
DO NOTHING ELSE, 

MONSTER! 



ARE MYSTERIES REAL 

MIKE TYSON 
mysteries 

[adult swim] 





AND, AS 
YOU'RE ABOUT TO 

LEARN, IN THE STRUGGLE 
BETWEEN SAVAGE AND 
CIVILIZED, LEARNED AND 
BESTIAL, IT'S ALWAYS 

MY TURN. 
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I! Sap LL BE 
SUBTRACTING 

Real PARTS, RATHER 
THAN ADDING jg 

ANY. 4 
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THIS WON'T 
TAKE BUT A MOMENT, 
AND THEN WE'LL GET 
TO YOUR OTHER 

AWAY 
FROM ME! 
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TOOK MY N& 
ARM DOWN To | 
THE BONE! 4a 

BUT IT WILL 
HEAL, GIVEN TIME. TELL 

ME, WITCH, WILL YOUR LOST 
DAGGER RETURN 

AS WELL? 
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ARE YOu 
KILLED? I'M 

BIGBY? . SORRY! 
Tx 



SHOULD 
\ I DO SNOW A A \ < ¥ 

A TWIST YOUR 

Ke OFF 

LET 
HER GO, 
BIGBY! 

WHEN HER som OR WE CALL THIS 
NECK BREAKS, Sa ONE A DRAW, AND ALL 
YOURS GETS LIVE TO TRY AGA/N 

SOMEDAY! 
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THE BEAST 
ESCAPED. 

BUT WE 
SURVIVED. 

WE WERE SO 
READY. WHAT 
HAPPENED? 
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N) = | & YEAH, FOR 
Yt LL : A FAILURE, I'M 

I'VE NEVER DOING FINE. 

EARD TOTENKINDER 
AKE A DELIBERATE ar poe oi ape.. 

JOKE BEFORE. 
<i JUST AMOMENT-- 

‘ “\ I COULD HAVE 

TO CONFESS, VB KILLED HIM. 

IT UNNERVED Ki 

THE POWER was ALL ae Sane 
UP IN ME AND I COULD 
HAVE SIMPLY REACHED 1 HES/TATED I WON'T HESITATE, 

OUT AND... AND THE MOMENT SNOW. 
WAS GONE. 

FAIR WARNING. 
NEXT TIME I GODDAMN 
SWEAR YOU'RE A 

WIDOW. 
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NEXT: LET THIS CUP PASS... 
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VERTIGO QUARTERLY: CMYK 

The third installment of VERTIGO’s new Quarterly 
Anthology, CMYK is out just in time for fall and 
appropriately correlates with the color YELLOW! 
As the leaves change, the sun sinks lower in the 
sky, the air becomes crisp and there’s a sense of 
rejuvenation, a need to accomplish something, to 
be somebody. To ride right along that euphoria we 
have stories that fill you with a passion for life by 
Toril Orlesky and Fabio Moon. But as bright foliage 
quickly turns to grey limbs, yellow is the cycle of 
death as Matt Miner and Taylan Kurtulus portray in 
their tale. 

A sickly fear of the inevitable winter freeze is 
explored by Joao Lemos, and the chill that runs 
down your spine when unseen feet crunch on a pile 
of leaves is exploited by Marguerite Bennett and 
Bill Sienkiewicz. It becomes a time to battle your 
monsters with Gerard Way and Philip Bond, stand 

aE 
s “ wis i 

To i 
rk > al \ ae é 

yw 
7 

up to a rival with Steve Orlando and Emilio Utrera, 
or fight for a cause with Diego Agrimbau and Lucas 
Varela. Maybe B. Read and Chris Wildgoose will 
even teach you something new. 

Stories about living life and stories about dying. 
Extreme horror to a dash of humor. The perfect 
accompaniment to all feelings of fall - from hallows 
eve to giving thanks, falling leaves and changing 
lives, time to shake off the malaise of a hot, sticky 
summer and do something productive. So sit back 
with your pumpkin latte and enjoy! 

- Sara Miller, Managing Editor 
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A cover has an important mission: to grab your attention and tempt you to turn the page so you can be sucked 
into a story. Plain and simple. 

Since the competition for your precious time and money has never been fiercer, we thought October would be 
the perfect time to subvert the focus of the Vertigo monthlies: For one month, the story begins on the cover, 
allowing you instant access to the guts and glory of our interior, sequential pages. Word balloons, internal 

narration, sound effects — nothing hidden, obfuscation be damned. 

You'll like what you get at a glance: an unexpected approach to our cover image that presents a united front 

of original stories with gravitas and damaged characters with heart and verve. Or, if you’d prefer, it’s Vertigo’s 
COVER STORY. 

- Shelly Bond, ExecWtive Editor 
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SUPERHEROSTUFF.. 

HOODIES 

HATS 

PJs & UNDIES 

ACCESSORIES 

& MORE! 
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